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In November 1990, an average urban-based household of 4.5 members would have required the
equivalent of 4.53 times the minimum wage to purchase subsistence goods and services. According
to Planning Ministry (MIPLAN) statistics, in May 1990 the cost of subsistence foodstuffs for a rural
household was 20.09 colones ($2.51), or 602.7 colones per month ($75.34). Meanwhile, the rural
monthly minimum wage was an average 330 colones ($41.25). MIPLAN figures indicate that in the
mid-1980s, approximately 30.7% of urban households were living in absolute poverty, and 32.3%,
relative poverty. In 1989, 23.3% of urban households were placed in the absolute poverty category,
and 31.9%, relative. Urban & rural monthly minimum wage Prior to 04/90 04/90-04/91 Current
Industry, commerce & services* colones 525 615 690 US$ 65.62 76.88 86.25 Agriculture** colones 285
330 375 US$ 35.63 41.25 46.88 * Average of San Salvador metropolitan area with other urban areas.
**Average wages for adults and minors. Source: Labor Ministry statistics. Minimum expenses for
average urban household June 1989 June 1990 November 1990 Food colones 734.12 825.37 845.80 US$
91.77 103.17 105.73 Clothing colones 522.00 582.88 634.86 US$ 65.25 72.86 79.36 Housing colones 523.49
715.32 793.95 US$ 65.44 89.42 99.24 Miscellaneous colones 437.23 494.82 508.87 US$ 54.65 61.85 63.61
Total colones 2216.84 2618.39 783.48 US$ 277.11 327.30 347.96 [Source: General Census and Statistics
Administration (DIGESTYC), average retail price data. IN Arevalo, et al. "The impact of economic
stabilization policies on the satisfaction of basic needs of the urban poor in El Salvador, 1989-1990."
Undergraduate thesis in Economics, Universidad Centroamericana, April 1991. Distribution
of surplus value in selected economic sectors, 1978 Excess Total Capital surplus surplus Sector
Wages reinvestment Taxes (net value profit) Coffee .2423 .0054 .1791 .5033 .9303 Other agri- cultural
products .1959 .0520 .6082 .8560 Other food products .0659 .0166 .0078 .3980 .4884 Machinery, equip.
& supplies .1317 .0255 .0836 .2233 .4641 Trade/ commerce .2665 .0163 .0215 .4581 .7624 Source: Central
Reserve Bank, input-output tables, technical coefficients, 1978. The above table shows a tendency for
excess surplus (net profit) to account for a larger share of total surplus value than wages. Between
1978 and 1985 the nation's production structure was effectively unchanged. According to MIPLAN
statistics, of 1,373,140 employed persons in 1985, 0.6% (8,945) were employers, and 62% wage earners
(851,695). Employers/owners, a small fraction of the labor force, retain a greatly disproportionate
share of surplus value. [Basic data from 05/08/91 issue of Proceso (published by Central American
University, San Salvador)]
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